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WITHDRAWAL OF FORCES

REF: ISLAMABAD 9937

1e I CONSIDER THE DECEMRER 11 AGREEMENT OVER THE
KASHMIR LINE TO HAVE VERY IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONSs NOT
ONLY DOES IT OPEN THE wAY FOR FORCE WITHDRAWALS BY BOTH
INDIA AND PAKISTAN TO THE INTERNATIONAL BORpDERs, BUT IT
ALSO MAKES IT POSSIBLE FOR BOTH COUNTRIFS TO PICK UP
THE THREAD OF OTHER POgSITIVE STEPS ANTICIPATED IN THE
SIMLA ACCORD OF LAST JULY+ WE ARE WELL AWARE, HOWEVER.
THAT MANY OBSTACLES REMAIN TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A

QTE DURABLE PEACE IN THE SURCONTINENT UNQTE AS
CONTEMPLATED IN THE SIMLA ACCORDe

2e I BELIEVE THIS IS AN APPROPRIATE TIME FOR US To
SHOW OUR PLEASURE OVER THE KASHMIR LINE DELINEATION
AND THE BEGINNING OF FQRCE WITHDRAWALS, AND TO UNDER=
LINE OUR HOPES THAT INDIA AND PAKISTAN

WILL CONTINUE ALONG TWE POSITIVE PATH DRAWN AT SIMLA-
THIS CAN BE DONE BY THE DEPARTMENT'S SPOKESMANs AND
PERHAPS WILL ALREADY WaAVE BEEN DONE BY THE TIME THIS
MESSAGE REACHES WASHINGTONes 1 BELIEVE THAT OUR PLEASURE
AND OUR HOPES CAN MOST EFFECTIVELY BE EXPRESSED 'TO THE
GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN (AND PRESUMABLY ALSO TO THE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA) BY A MESSAGE FROM pPRESIPENT NIXON
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TO PRESIDENT BHUTTO (AND TO MRSs GANDHI)e« IF SOME SUCH
MESSAGE IS NOT ALREADY IN THE DRAFTING STAGE, I RECOMMEND

THAT EARLY ATTENTION Bgp GIVEN TO THIS SUGGESTION. GDS
SOBER
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